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Traditicn’s the mission: Chris Cyson inthe first-floar panelled back diringroom

Restorai

drama

The Dysons, desperate far a family home. found
a ruin to restore — and a fine 18th-century house

get & new lease of life, says Philippa Stockley

FITALFIELDS In east London,

populated wirh artists, acors

and ecoentrics, hoaks like —and

often serves o% - a film set,

recenthy for ITV e Mr Salfridae.
while incressingly being hemeed in by
Flassy Gy Twers.

Ini the carly Hoth century, many of it
Iotiees were constructed by speculithwe
utbderson wmall parcels of kind, soame
tmes inpalrs, which was a modes b
effective econcary of scale. In a Spital
felds speet, one such sarly developes,
Sarmoel Worrall, bl namibers 22 and 24,
rovin fve-storeyhoaes. Tn the 20nheoen
mury, N+ was cheaply reodelledasa
grey, rendbersd box withmesal windows,
its incids butchorad. 1t had murmes:
renants, induding a maker of leather
eoats in the basement and 2 privmaker

in the attic, wiile ite stillunouched
nm:.‘lbnin'dn:amdmmﬂr

Ini 195, Chris Dysom - a young archi
et working for Terry Farrell —hiswife
farah, ateacher, and thefr two children,
Ollie, then five, and [ssy, theee, were v
Ing mearlyy In & tiay howse with ooé rean
ineach faor =The children were a1 eack
other’s thrcats,” saps Dyson, “o 1w
looking jor 1 bigger howse.

=1wentto the Land Regheery poseewha
owned the houses nearby, and wrome
fouror fve peopbe, ind ome angwered.”
After negotadon, this man sold tem
No24, “The whole place was polng to
muin, ™ Dyson says, “with water pouring
through from top tobotom.™

First, he did nevezsary repairs. Conernets
glezwere ripped ol the rottag mansard
re0d and replaced with lezd, new win:
S went i, and v ang weodred and

rephumized. Bui ivwas =il apacirup. A5
Dosom got 1o know his neighbour, be
wonsdhered horw he could restone the bowse
tex Book a5 Bt oot had, and the nelghbour
irrwited hisnte riake meanred dravdings
of every feature o o2,

In 2008, row nurining his owe practice
From his attie, Dykon took the plings. Ba
insasadof costly party wallagreements,
v e 1o ressne his neighbour s tined
feostags abmgiide liis owa, Boardings
weet up and the horrible grey front of
No 24 was ripped off like a dolk: house.

tasemens held 2 pie of meuldy
leather jackets and stank of tanni
hil:a mof had been
right across the'back yard o make mose
Ritaryrepae. When Dyson toak it doan
it beft a steelwork dheleton, 30 he used
that framework i hobd perforated indus-

* trial decldng — “as cheip 4 wallowny 43

\Wﬂtlﬂ.iiae'—ﬂmimﬂﬂd domwm
to the smaliyard, which wis even
turned Inte a fernery. Georglan-st
phudurg}aﬂdowﬁmﬂuhﬂ:nmm
desigmed by Dyson, openedupthe back
witich was faced inlapped timber,

The lacide of tha houea basirmas 18th
cennryagan, but witha light wuch, Old
things wene interspersed with fabulous
Matthew Hilvon chain and modern
laeps, while the basement kKtchen is
mdern, with 3 rubber foor, 1 kitchen
island designed Ly Dyson, and & gy

Obd andnew, cide by sides from feft.a
e Bagttub with 2n antique cupboard;
& new bazement kitcher snfenod by a
plosey crilieg ard rubber floor... butwith
LEth-century ¢hind nisd 1o The breakiast
thda at the sthar end of tharaom
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Talking point: theurr, a thearrical prop, lsn'tas heavyasit.
ks, butwas toowide for the femery doors, so stayed upstairs :

white Celling ~ “atrick | ermed foom the
h#mmdgrmd Chieloea Boamas ®

i odd ling and e
At pans were
s i S
archiectaral antques centre kn Oocford:-
shire, W LRh-Cenpary

aﬂdecl dmwnnppm such a5 a nickel-
:Ep(rbqﬂl m the master bath-

Gft-high urn Sarah epotted
mCelum‘b:a.mmi Made of Ferracotta,
asort of obment, it i a theatrical prop.

3] ESFITE the house's now
lowely innards, the exterior
i3 the greaiest wiumph,
ﬁmimml'ﬂiuplmlhad
doae in purplish
trick offset with Suffolk reds. ~The
gauged brick arches oo the windows
weremade by a brick cufter whe makes
o] trainsiior a living but cuts arches
far pleasure,” he sy He found snother
original timber pilaser and hadthe site
Juines copy it in pine, which was taen
wak graincd, -«r}l:lc; the rumdsx
became pogitively mijestic
burr-walsut graining. False grairing was
common in e Bthcenmry.

Thi house xnd itz primped vain now
it happly inthe ancientstreet. But how
did the neighbour put up with six
maonthe of and hamrering? “Ha
enjered the whole process,” syt Dson.
“Building doesnt hisd to be difficult
when you has senableneighboura ™

Main pictare:
the Dysons
Tound ingenious
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behind conceabed

“jin" dodrs,
uHng every
inchof space

above: 2 simple
four-paster bad
from Ikea bends 2
lght, medem
taisch tathaxttic
bedraom, while

hit 3013 adds
fterige

Abex Jame:
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. Chris Dysons
: restoration tips
To create an ith-cenaury feel

! Pireplaces: shouldn't be mene than
i 50 pes centof theceilingheight.

Storage: usethe recesses either dde
efEreplaces - IBth-contury #ik

: menchants ofien displayed woven sils
i inthem. Add fnen chests and

i wardrobes, znd wienr you have

+ paneling, addd 2 coneealed cuphoard
i behind a jib door. You can't havetoo
| mixchsiomge.

| Window home: take them off — they
i are Victorian Cutthem off and the

! Decorative mouldingsidon'tge to
i B Look themup, there are plenty
i offeocks cut thers, such as The

! Elements of Styleby Steplen

¢ Calbowray, Then a pood jeinercan nin
i thaar Ut foF PoaL

! Reclamarion: grise on me beal

i reclaration yard:, antiques marioets
i and shops. Whenyou see something,

i peunse.
! Palntand colour: avold bewsof white.
i Usewarmer shades and experiment.
i Togetan wtkentc non-uni

¢ flzdsh, abways usea brusk, and ideally
i winall-baed paiess. Leyiand painte

i ol mmice angy colour you He.

t Radispors: cast-inpm radiaross meain
i heatlonger and leak: good. Butbuy

i new ones— they won't beak

: Architects: same anchitects will give
+ time-charged adviee, 20 you Jonlt

i always have 1o have awhole desin.

: Architect: mmﬂ' k|
i Reclaimed bricks: Fom.com
steel door fabricator: sh-metabvork.

| Joitior for windaws:Nerth Kent
: Joinery (nich.co.uk)

reclaimed Heorboands:

i Specialist
i VindaSaae (07985 250267)

‘ﬂruﬁmm hssma:.u]:
Mudtmﬂandﬂberln.lntﬂwr

i drawing room: Betmbganoans som
E ﬁmfinatldubenuble,mﬂrst-
i rdrawing room armekain:

i muanthewhilion. com

{ Batean bathe willlantholland.com

= Garden desipn: by Lois Buitrage —
: armald] mbulregebieel.com



